
Dear Mandurah Dolphin Watch volunteers, 

 

Thank you very much for all your efforts over the past two years. Collectively you have 

recorded over 2500 dolphin sightings throughout the Peel-Harvey Estuary!  

 

Today, we are so excited to bring you a new research project that will be fully driven by your 

efforts. As many of you know, the Dawesville Cut is frequently used by dolphins throughout 

the year. We have identified a social community of approximately 40 coastal bottlenose 

dolphins that show high site fidelity to the Cut. Occasionally, dolphins from the Peel-Harvey 

estuarine community venture into the Cut and interact with the Cut community, however, 

mostly they appear to avoid the Cut when the coastal dolphins are present.  

 

The new research project will run for one year and, with your help, we hope to answer the 

following questions: 

 

 1. Are there seasonal differences in how dolphins use the Dawesville Cut?  

2. Does the occurrence of dolphins in the Cut correspond to tidal phases (e.g. high, 

low, ebb and flow)? 

 3. Do coastal dolphins and estuarine dolphins vary in their use of the Cut? 

 

The data we are after is fast and simple to collect with the Dolphin Watch mobile 

application (the Dolphin Watch app) and you can do data collection whenever it suits you.  

 

Although you are welcome to record dolphin sightings and behavioural observations 

anywhere along the Dawesville Cut, we hope to get records on both sides of the bridge in 

all tidal phases. We have provided a map with suggested viewpoints that indicate how we 

are hoping to get records throughout Dawesville Cut during each of the tidal phases. The 

locations that are indicated in yellow require you to add a comment whether you saw the 

dolphin(s) inside the Dawesville Cut or in the Estuary or the Ocean. 

 

 



The last week of each month, starting in July 2020, we aim to have a week of intense data 

collection where we intend to have records for each tidal phase every day of that week. To 

answer our questions, we require records of whether dolphins were present, or not, for 

each tidal phase. To help you plan your data collection activities, by the end of each week 

we will post the time of each high and low tide for the following week on the Mandurah 

Dolphin Research Project Facebook page. If you are not yet following the Facebook page, 

you can do so through this link. 

 

So, how do you participate and get started? 

 

1. Download the Dolphin Watch app on your smartphone or mobile device 

2. Decide when and where you will be checking for dolphins – and head to those locations 

3. Regardless of whether you see dolphins or not, we need to know! First open the Dolphin 

Watch app and choose as the red boxes below indicate. The Mandurah dolphins are Indo-

Pacific bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops aduncus). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. In Dawesville Cut, dolphins often stay submerged about 2 minutes, or even more. 

Therefore, do not give up quickly and make sure you wait for at least 5 minutes, scanning 

the area, before proceeding. 

 

5. If you see a group of dolphins, or if you are confident there are no dolphins where you are 

looking, proceed with the following data collection steps within the Dolphin Watch app: 

  

a. Your location is automatically recorded but not saved until you press the Save 

button to save the sighting. If you have moved locations before you have saved all 

your information you can press the map button to choose where you saw the 

dolphins. 

https://www.facebook.com/Mandurah-Dolphin-Research-Project-1489059441399880/


b. As soon as you are ready to record that you have seen dolphins, or not, press the 

‘Now’ button (indicated below with a red star) to lock in date and time.  

c. If you have seen dolphins, give us your best estimate of how many you saw. 

d. Let us know how often you report on presence and absence observations. 

e. Provide us with information on which direction dolphins are travelling. 

f. Indicate if you have seen any calves.  

g. Tick any behavioural observations if applicable.  

h. Notes. Here it is important that you indicate if you did not see any dolphins. Also, 

if the estuary or ocean is clearly visible where you stand, let us know whether 

dolphins were inside or outside Dawesville Cut. Additionally, the ‘Notes’ field can be 

used to give us any comments you want. 

i. Once finished observing the dolphins or confirming you did not see any, press the 

‘Now’ button (indicated below with a black star) to finish the record and press save 

to save your sighting. 

 

AT ANY POINT DURING YOUR SIGHTING YOU CAN TAKE IMAGES WITHIN THE APP OF 

THE DOLPHINS TO GIVE FURTHER EVIDENCE THAT YOU HAVE SEEN A GROUP. YOU 

CAN ALSO SEND IMAGES YOU HAVE TAKEN WITH YOUR OWN CAMERA TO 

k.nicholson@murdoch.edu.au ESPECIALLY IF THEY ARE HIGH QUALITY PHOTOS 

WHERE WE CAN IDENTIFY THE INDIVIDUALS. IF YOU DO, MAKE SURE YOU INDICATE 

LOCATION AND TIME OF YOUR SIGHTING. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Add notes here and 

indicate if you did not see 

dolphins 

mailto:k.nicholson@murdoch.edu.au


6. Once finished, remember to Upload your records as indicated by the red box below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to working together with you and hope that this work will result in a better 

understanding of how coastal and estuarine dolphins use the Dawesville Cut.  

 

Each month we will provide you with: 

- Data collection summaries together with an introduction to a few of the Dawesville 

Cut dolphins, and 

- Quarterly a report with a prize (to be announced) for the volunteer who has 

contributed the most records to the data in that season.  

 

The final aim is to present the results in a peer-reviewed scientific publication. 

 

We thank you for your participation and look forward to seeing the results each month. If at 

any point you have any questions about this research project, please do not hesitate to 

contact Krista Nicholson at k.nicholson@murdoch.edu.au. 

 

We would not be able to do this research without you! Let’s get started today! 

 

All the best, 

 

Krista and the Dolphin Watch Team  
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