
 

Entangled Dolphins in the Riverpark  
Hello River Guardians, 

Since April 2018, the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) has been monitoring 

two dolphins in the Swan Canning Riverpark with fishing line entanglements. The dolphins are an adult 

female dolphin (Highnitch) and her dependent calf (Splash). 

On 13 August 2018, DBCA staff successfully removed at least part of the entanglement from Highnitch's 

dorsal fin, enabling her to swim more freely.  

However, it is suspected that she is still suffering from fishing line enganglement around her tail/flukes. 

Her calf, Splash, no longer appears to be suffering from any entanglement. 

Over the past 14-days, Highnitch's condition has visibly deteriorated and she is now affected by an acute skin 

infection (see photo below which was taken before the intervention on 13/8). 

Scientists think that the severe fishing line entanglement has affected her immune function and ability to fight 

off other disease. Prolonged exposure to the low salinity conditions currently being experienced in the river 

may also be contributing to the progression of this disease by causing physiological stress and skin damage. 

The Department, with support from Murdoch and Edith Cowan University, is continuing to track the 

movement and condition of these dolphins and urges the community to report sightings. 

If you see them, please record the date, time, location and direction of travel and report it to the Wildcare 

Helpline on 9474 9055. Information on Highnitch's condition and behaviour would also be very useful. 

If you manage to get some photos and/or video footage of these dolphins, please send them to 

community@dbca.wa.gov.au. 

If you're going to be out on the water over the coming days, please abide by speed limits and be aware that 

these dolphins may be moving more slowly than other dolphins in the waterway. 

And remember, the dolphins should not be actively approached or disturbed. 
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